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House of Burgess: Snoop turns from Dogg 
to Lion 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


On July 31, Snoop Dogg called a press conference to announce he had 
officially changed his name to Snoop Lion, eschewing rap for reggae. 
This isn’t the first time Snoop has adjusted his moniker: first, from 
Calvin Cordozar Broadus, Jr. to Snoop Doggy Dogg to Snoop Dogg to, 
now, Snoop Lion. He has also gone by Bigg Snoop Dogg, Uncle Snoop 
and a play on the name Liberace I’m not allowed to repeat in a family 
newspaper. Yet Snoop claimed Lion wasn’t his idea, but that of a 


Jamaican Rastafari high priest. 


“T didn’t know that until I went to the temple, where the High Priest 

asked me what my name was, and I said, ‘Snoop Dogg’ And he looked 
me in my eyes and said, ‘No more. You are the light; you are the lion.’ 
From that moment on, it’s like I had started to understand why I was 


there,” he told reporters. 


And with the blessing of the middle of Bob Marley’s 11 children, 


Rohan, Snoop then went a step further. 


“T have always said I was Bob Marley reincarnated,” said Mr. Lion. 


Snoop was born Oct. 20, 1971. Marley died May 11, 1981. Did Snoop 
still feel this way when they were both alive, or did Marley’s essence 
immediately transfer to 9-year-old Snoop? And how did he land on 
Marley specifically? Why isn’t he other dead Rastafari reggae artists 
Peter Tosh, Dennis Brown or Gregory Issacs reincarnated? Could it be 
because Marley is the best-selling reggae artist of all time, moving 


around 25 million albums worldwide? 


In many ways this is a logical career move. He has been long 
associated with the enthusiastic consumption of marijuana. Snoop’s 
version of Maslow’s hierarchy of needs requires THC the way other 
humans mandate things like food, water and shelter. But besides 
weed as religious sacrament what else does he even know about 


Rastafarianism? 


“T feel I have always been a Rastafari,” said Snoop. “I just didn’t have 


my third eye open, but it’s wide open right now.” 


In Rastafari lore, the Lion of Judah represents Haile Selassie I, 
emperor of Ethiopia, and supposedly, the returned Biblical messiah. 
Snoop claims to be the reincarnation of Marley and calls himself Lion 


— quite a comparison indeed. 


This is probably the most interested I’ve been in Snoop’s music in the 
last eight years. Snoop is also releasing an accompanying film and all- 
reggae album, “Reincarnated.” I listened to the first single, “La La 
La,” a pleasant, but forgettable song. The process surrounding its 
creation is what disturbs me. When Snoop burst onto the scene in 
1992, he was one of the leading lights of the burgeoning G-Funk style, 
a direct push-back to the positively and soul-searching of such Native 
Tongue groups as De La Soul and A Tribe Called Quest. It’s a privilege 
of success that he has now disavowed all the songs he made about, in 
his own words, “making money and drug-dealing and shooting.” 
Though I’m sure he’ll still be cashing any residual royalty checks he 


may receive from his previously violent work in the interim. 


Mark my words: if this change is a commercial failure you’ll never 
hear of Snoop Lion again. He might even re-adopt the Doggy for good 


measure. He even left himself an out during the unveiling. 


“T’m a wise man in the music industry,” he said. “Not that I'll never do 
rap again because I’m always gonna do what I love, but right now I’m 
Snoop Lion and I’m having fun with this reggae movement so 
hopefully you guys will enjoy it as well.” I wouldn’t dare stand 
between anyone and their religious freedom, but I would be far more 
inclined to believe this transformation was for strictly spiritual 
purposes and not a cynical marketing ploy if there wasn’t a film, 


album and official snooplion.com website attached. 


e Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached via email at 


rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com. 


